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Star’s Gleam

Saves

Stefansson

Party From Watery Graves

SHOWING +fhe ESKIMO SNOW GOGGLES WHICH CONTAIN NO

‘Warned by Reflection They Crawl to
Safety After Straying Far Out
on Thin Ice Over Swiftest

of Arctic

Currents

After his summer camp in the
Continental Arctic Circle with the
Copper Eskimos and his winter so-
Journ in the same vicinity, Mr.
Stefansson, with Dr. Rudolph M.
Anderson, his only white companion,
set forth again to work northward
and eastward into the little known
region of Coronation Gulf in order
to spend another yegr with the
primitive Eskimos of the Stone Age
and thase who have since become

known to all the world as the|

“blond Eskimos.” '

To-day's article tells of this jour-|

mey and of his life among the peo-
ple.

By VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON.
T was near the end of March when
we broke our winter camp on the
H headwaters of the Dease River
in the interlor malnland of North
America and started once more for
Coronation Gulf, the home of the peo-
ple who had remained untouched by
the ages that had rolled over Europe
and America.

We had two toboggans and nine
dogs and carrled with us about four
days provislons of meat, besides a fow
tride articles, chiefly butcher knives,
needies and empty tin cans. The tin
cans, although of littls value to us,
were of Inestimmble value to the Ex-
kimos. One tin such as we throw away
after emptying its contents will Inst
& thrifty Eskimo housawife several
years as cooking pot for bolling small
things over u seal oll lamp.

1 remember one trade we made
where we guve some carpenter tools
worth about $3 for a bow and quiver
of arrowa. The man later, with our
permission, returned the carpenter
tools and took in thelr stead a cubical
tin which had once held about five
pounds of dried onlons.

On the northward journey we broka
new ground, partly because we wanted
to see the country further west than
wo had meen it before, but also be-
oausa we thought that by golng
straight north from our camp wa
would probably strike the west end
of Dismal Lake. We wanted not only
to see the jake, but also to use the
thirty-six smoojh miles of its lce-
covered length, because by doing so
we were sure of just that much easy
Eolng.

After elght days we reached the
Coppermine River and began to follow
it along northward to reach the Arc-
tle coast. It was a trip devold of any
unusual fncldents und with simply the
varylng Interest of an expedition that
Uvea on the country. On the whole
we found caribou in sufficient numbers
to keep us and the dogs well In food.

Dr. Anderson had one attack of
snow blindness owing to a hunt with-
out glasses, and this leads me to men-
tion that we have tried glasses of all
colors and makes and have found the
amber ones, made on the same prin-
ciple s light flters for cameras, to be
far ‘superior to Yiue, green, plain
amaked or any other varlety.

The Eskimo goggles, which of course
eontdAln no glass, are made of plecea
of wood with two narrow slits for the
even, each about large enough for &
half dollar to be slipped through ft.
They are satisfactory In that they do
not cloud over and thut they protect
the eyes from snow blindness; but the
range of vislon is s0’ reatricted that
it Is as If you were logking through w
pair of keyholes In a door. This Ia
espacially troublesome on rough lce
or uneven ground, whera you keep
stubbing vour toe against every ob-
stacle, for through the narrow slits
you oan sea what {8 In front of your
foot only by looking directly down,

To the Arctic Coanst,

On the evening of April 4 we aban-
doned the Coppermine and struck
stralght north about four miles to the
sen coast, where we camped on finding
& few stichs of wood, 1In spring, when
the Snow has melted, fresh drift wood
may be found almost wnywhere In
Coronation Gulf, especially to the east
of the Coppermine. But at this time
of year the finding of a stick of wood
on anysof the shores is rare, so Lhat we
used to make & a practice whenever
wa saw A plece to put it on the aled
and haul it along until camp time.

We had with us also a primus stove
and a gullon and a4 half of kerossne,
which we had hauled all the way from
Langton Bay. These we kept for an
emergency, as al this season soals from
which we might have oblulned blubber
for fuel are not to be had in Corona-
tion Gulf, except by the method of
hunting practised by the local Eskimos,
which depends partly on the abllity of
dogs In smelling out the breathing
holes of the seals and partly on akill
in that perticular game. It Is & hunt-

Ing method in its essence requiring
long delays, und thus not well aflapted
to travelling parties that are in &
hurry, and kerosene was therefore or
great value to us. We could of course
have gone several days without any
fuel at all, but it would have been a
rather unpleasant experience, for the
weather was very cold, golng down (o
60 degrees below zero wt night oo-
casionally.

Wa were on Coronatiord™ Gulf In
search of people, and we had no ldea
where to look for them, except that
they would not be anywhere nenr
shore, We confirmed on entering the
Eull a fact of which we had seen some
Indications the previcus apring, that
there are four times as many islands
in it as the charts show us. Most of
these occur in chalns running about
parallel to the south shore of the gulf,
or tending somewhat offshore as you
WO east. It seemed to us the best plan,
therefore, to follow one of these chalns
eastward and to spy from the tops of

| their high Islands with our glasses,

Although the snow houses them-
selves are not caslly seen at a Egreat
distance, an Eskimo village on the loe
in spring presents as & whole a dark
appearance, on account of the wet
clothea that are hung up outdoors to
be dried and becauss of the blubber
bm‘ and the other household belong-
ings which are scattersd about.

Trading With the Eskimos.

On April 10 we came to & village of
fifteen persons belonging chiefly to
the Nagyvuktogmiut and Ungasiktag-
miut groups, who hunt generally Iin
the south central portion of Victorla
Island in summer, We spent several
days trading for ethnological speci-
mens, chlefly clothing, stone lamps
and stone pots, bows and arrows, cari-
bou spears and harpoons. Most of
these were tipped with copper, Aal-
though the knives generally had iron
blades made of gun harrels, This Is
due to the fact that the Eskimos who
trade with the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany and with whalers on Hudeon
Bay Buy guns and carry them west to
& district where ammunition cannot
be had. Then they trade them off to
Eskimos still further west, who have
no use for them® as guns, having no
ammunition or any knowledge of their
use and who therefore beat them up
into knife blades,

We discogered here the answer to a
problem of long standing in the eth-
nology and archaology of the western
Eskimo. At Cape Bexley the previous
spring wo had noged the abundance
and excellence of the stone lamps and
pois and had asked the people where
they got them. Their answer had
been that sometimes they purchased
them from people to the east and

tribe went east to the plce where
sultable stone could be found and made
their own pots and lamps, This place

they had numed to us as Utkusiksallk, |

or the place where there is material
for pots, and the people who lived in
the distriet they oalled the Uthkusiksa-
Ugmiut,

The Place of Stoune Utensils,

Wo now found that some of the
people In this village consldered them-
selves Utkusiksallgmiut And that the

GLASS

these, Iglihsirk, | questioned to sce if
he knew anything about the loss of
Franklin's ships, 1 asked him if he
had ever hemrd that w ship had been
wrecked on the east coast of Victoria
Island and what he knew about the
fate of the men who had bean on the
whip. He sald so far as he knew no
ship bhad been wrecked on the east
const but that in his father's time two
ships had frozen fast In the ice a long
way offshore, beyond the oast const,
and the white men on them had evi-
dently abandoned them and all died,
Hand the man answered my leading
question offhand, saying that one ship
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kad been wrecked on the coast, It
might have been considered one of the
coses of politeness among the Eskimos
who usually answer Any question in
the way they think you would like to
have it answered; but he had corrected
me exnctly in accordance with the
facts already known to us, for Frank-
lin's ships were not on the coast, but
a considernble distancs from t. and
were abundoned before the lee broke
up.

Minleading Native Informatien.

I will glve here a siriking example
of how easy it ia to be migled by native
Information, 1 had been led to belleve
in the spring that the Coronation Gulf
people had no knowledge of the killing
of bowhend whales, although they
were famillar with earcasses that had
drifted on their beaches. Nelther had
they apparently ever peen a live one,

1wnters
tland in

sometimes Individuals of thelr OWN |1 position to ses whales that might

{ But

which 8 not strange, as bowhead
whales are not only rare in these
but the people ars always In-
the summer and therefore not
enter these waters in July or August.

now in this village we heard
| stories of whale killings, most of them
centring about a man whom they
called Kaplavinna.

They told how this person had on
occasion even killed several whales in
one day, and how he had # vary large
boat. This again was new information,
for up to that tUme we had not heard
about anything but kayaks, In the
ispring. in fact, the people had scened

place where the pot stone was to be|UN/AMIIAT With the very name of

. . i |
found was the mouth of the valley (.r]amn boats.

a small river clearly visible from this
villuge as & V-shaped gap In the high
hills in thie midnland to the south.

From this quarry or from others
Iying between It and Back River must
have ocome wll the lamps and pots of
the pecullar stone known to tha KEa-
kimos as tunirktek, found all the way
from the Coppermine west to Hering
Btrults, and pending further investl-
gatlons we may assume that utensils
of the same stone found even in east-
ern Siherin among the Eskimos and
consl Chuckcee must have come from
Lhe same sources,

We purchased hers from its maker
a lamp forty-three Inches long, welgh-
Ing about Mfty pounds, which in spite
of its belng a fragile and Inconvenlent
thing to carry has been safely trams-
ferred to clvillzation and s now In
the American Museum of Natural His-
tory. Although we sawSeveral larger
lamps we were unuble to purchase
them from their owners, but forty-
three inches Is considerahly morn than
the length of any other lamp known
to us a8 existing In museums.

In this group we met people who had
travelled further abroad than any we
had previously seen. All whom 1 had
hsleed up to this time whether Victoria
Land were an lsland or not had in-
varlably agread that It was not an
ieland; In other words, that thcre was
no other side to It or sea surrouni-
Ing it.

In this village, however, thare were
maveral people who expressed them-
selves definitely as knowing that there
wes an cast slde th the Island. One of

4

| asked many
|rom!£|y answered, but which threw no

ST

umiak, the native name for the big

I listened with greatl wonder and
questions which were

great light on the subject, until it
ocourred to me to ask one of the nar-
mtors:  “Who told you this story?
Did you gel It from your father?" The
man sald: "No, 1 got it from Nat-
Jinna” Now Natyinne had been &
camp follower of ours all summer, and
1 had asked him wspecifically in the
spring both about bow headed whales
and umiaks, and he knew nothing
whout "elther,

Bono weeks later I happened to
meet him and asked how was it that
in the spring he had besn unwilling
to tell me anything abgput whales or
Llg Loals and now he told long stories
to others about them. *“Oh, but those
wire the storles that Natkuslak told
me,"” he answered,

It turmed out that my own man,
Notkusink, was the fountuin head of
all these stories. The redoubtable
whaler “"Kaplavinna,"” was nons other
than Natkusink's former employer,
Capt. Leavitt of the steam whaler Nar-
whal. These were the local versions,
changed to it the clrcumatances and
geography of Coronation Gulf and
translated into terms comprehensible
to the Coppermine Eakimos.

I had heard Natkusiak telling these
stories the previous spring, but the
versions that came to ma & year lator
wers 80 changed that they wore not
recognizable, and had been wso thor:
cughly localised graphically that the
narrators uitullr could tel) .pa off
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Coronation Gulf; still, substitutes for
wood have to be found now and then.
We saw a sled which illustrated re-
markably the resourcefulness of the
Kekimo. A man named Kalarlok
found himself in the fall in need of &
sled and with no wood to muke one.
He soaked n musk-ox skin in water,
folded und pressed it into the shape of
A plank, and put It ouldoors to freeze.
It froze as solld as any real plank, and
with his adze he then hewed out of {t
# aled runner exactly as he would haw
one out of a plank,

n the upper edge of tlie runner he
mtidle notehes for the eross pieces as {f
It were ordinary spruce, drilled holes

.
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the adventures had taken place,

From the seeds sown by Natkusink
there had grown up a local myth about
Kaplavinna and his whaling adven-

tures—a myth which Natkusink him-,

self would have had fully as much
trouble as I In recognizing—Jjust ex-
ectly as the discusslon of the Christian
religlon by a misslonary and of a
strange soclal and political system by
a school teacher give rise to the most
Astounding ideas in the minds of the
Alaskan Eskimos.

Another story which we plecked up
al this time waa that of the “Imnait,”
vague mysterious animals living in an
unknown land to the west, which Ia
also inhabited by the “Killgavait'
This story aid wot glve us so much
trouble in ldentifying It, for the name
of the monster “Imnait" was a corract
reproduction of that used by my own

Eskimos In the previous year In telling |

thelr adventures in
hunting.

Mountain sheep, of eourse, are found
rowhere east of the Mackenzle River
and could not therefore be directly
known to the Coronation Gulf 1Eskimos,
These people were also unfumiline with
mountains and the dangers Involved
In mountaln hunting. They had re-
celved from Natkusiak the general
Idea that mountain sheep hunting was
dangerous, and being unable to aseribe
any danger to the mountalns they had
transferred the dangerousness to the
sheep themselves, and the hairbreadth
escapea from death In  snowalides
which Natkuslak had described hecame
In thelr wversion halrbreadth escapes
from the teeth and claws of the fero-
clous mountaln sheep.

The *“Killgavalt,” which they as-
woclated with the mountaln sheep iIn
thege narratives, were nothing but the
mammoth, known te all branches of
the Eskimo race by name at least, and
known hers also by the occasional
finding of thelr bones, Of course Nat-
kusink had told nothlng about mam-
moth hunting, but the mysterious
mountain sheep naturally allled them-

mountaln sheep

Utilhizing
BIG middle West hominy plant
Is to Install on n large scale
the process for the manufac-
ture of corncob adhesive developed by
the United States Department of Agri-
culture. This adhenive, a dark brown,
summy subetance, ls sald to be sult-
able for ume In the making of fibre
board and paper boxes, bill posting,
labelling, and wherever a colorless ad-
heslve s not required. The process of
manufacture {s simple and the yield is
large, the grade A adhesive amounting
to ms much as 45 per cent. by welght
of the corncobs and the grade B to us
much as 80 per cent additional. 1f
this material should replace all other
adhesives, enough could be manufac-
tured from 2 per cent. of the corncobs
produced in the United States to meel
the demand. Use of this substance in
place of starch, dextrine and flour paste
would make possible an enormous sav-
ing of these loodstuffs,

of the LITTLE KNOWN VICTORIA

Just which Ceronation Gulf hendland | selves

the Corncob
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in their minds with the also

myaterions mammoth, and were thore-
| fore coupled together in recounting the
same adventures,
| ight nol only upon the origin of myths
among primitive people, but also upon
the startling rapidity with which they
grow and change their form.

Joanrneys to the Moon.
Along with these ptories of Kap-
and the mountadn sheep we

were also told essentially truthful ones
|of the trading expeditions of certain
| men of this disteict to the lakes ahove
the head of Chesterfleld Inlet, as well
us entirely fictitious accounts of how
certaln men had, durlng the last few
vears, made journeys to the moon
me of the local shamans had for w
famillar spivit the spirit of a white

| lavinmni
|

man, and in eeances spoke "white
men’'s language.™
We were present st one of these

sennces; and when [ saald that 1 was
unable to understangd anything of what
the white man's spirit gald through the
meuth ef the woman whom he pos-
sepxed, [t was considered a very sur-
prising thing, and apparently inclined
some of the prople to doalit that T was

really a white man as | represented
myself to be,
Not only does our esperience here

liow how myths may originate, but it
ilso showa how history and fact he-
come mixed with fiction, and how facts
are likely quickly to disuppesar, as in
reility they do. It is Impossible asnong
i the Eskimos, in the absence of extrane-
ous evidence, to rely on anything thut
Is sald to have happened further back
i“"'" the memory of the narrator him-
self extends,
| The mind of the Eskimos is keen with
reference 1o thelr immedlate environ-
| ment, although of course unable
[ grasp things that are outside of their
experience This keenness is shown
especinldy 1n the use which they make
of proctically everything that can be
turned to account in their struggle
against Arctie conditions.

Wood is not especially scarce in

Corncobs have always been of the
greatl waste products of American
ngriculture, yet the chemists of
Department of  Agriculture have
proved that practically the entire cob
can be converted into valuable sub-
stances, About 37 per cent, by weight
of the ¢ob may be converted Into
crystalline glucose. The cellulose re-
malning after the adhesives are re-
moved s practically & pure product,
very absorbent, and might ba used for
& number of purposes.

Alcohol can be manufactured by
fermentation of the corncob glucose., A
certuin amount of sugar may be ob-
tainod from the cobs. Abowt 25 per
cent. by welght of acetic acld = ro-
covered as u by-product In the manu-
facture of the corncobd adhesive.
Whether it will prove profitable to re-
cover all of the by-products in the
manufacture of adhesives can only be
Cetermined by commercial develop-
ment. s
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Thus we had a side- |
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ISLAND REGION

| for the lacings and put in wooden
| eross pieces, and made a sled which I
| saw several times without discovering
that it waa in any way different from
the wooden sleds. It was only wlhen |
tried to buy a sled that I dlscovered
the difference. Two sleds were for
sale, and 1 was told that one was better
than the other becnust when the
weather got warm It would still be
useful, while the other would flatten
and become  worthless n wurm
wenther and was therefore for sale
lor half the price.

This chenper sled torned out to be
the musk-ox skin one, for which as an
|ethnological epecimen T would have
been willing to pny much more than
the other had there heen any possi-
{bility of transferring It unchanged to
'n museum. There was however, in-
|\‘ul\'f‘r1 the same diMculty that s pre-
vented in such places as Montreal the
preservation of ice palaces from year

I to year.

: Newn of n Ship,

Of ull things that these Eskimos told
us, the one that surprised us most
jwas the undoubtedly true statement
i!hut i ship manned by white men and
sirange EFskimos was winlering in
Coropation Gulf, This we felt a4 the
reverse of good news, for the natural
feelings of sympathy that had grown
up through a vear of assoviation with
theso people, who in their way wero
80 infinitely superior to thelr eclvil-
ized brethren in the west, made me
regret that clvilzation was following
upon our heels.

Heeing she was there, we wolld of
course pay her o visit, We were not
In need of assivtance from anybody.
but st in a fur country Nke this
jone {8 always willing elther to help
|or to be helped. In other words, now
| that the ship was there we would
I'minke the hest of a situation we re-
]Rrﬂtml; wo would make whit use of
| her we could and be of as much use to
lllN‘ us posgible, although had we had
|our way we should huve wished her
on tha other side of the earth,

After Joading np our sleds with far
more ethnological specimens than our
own dogs could haul, we purchased
four more dogs and started off for
the ship, which was about sixty miles
AWRY,

Our new dogs were lhnmesick and
we dared not unhiteh them Ul we
had travelled day and nlght, making
about Nfty miles before stopping, which
Is h long mureli when one is freight-
Ing & heavy load, although nothing
particular If one has light sleds, At
the end of the fifty miles neither
vurselves nor our doge were In reality
tired out, but wtill we had to stop,
for more than one of us had become
so Eleepy that it was literally Impos-
sible to keep awake, Finally Dr,
Anderson stopped to fix his snowshoes
and rolled over asleep on the snow.

Even at midnight at this season (t
is not quite dark. But when we
started again for the fnal ten or
twelve mlles of travel we had slept
Aaway our warm sunshiny day and
found ourselves travelling in a night
which clouds and fog made dark, al-
though it would have been light
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CARIBOU - SKIN TENT qf-rque AGE " Es-
Explorer Sets Out for Another Year
With Blond Eskimo—Tin Cans
as Legal Tender to Help Pay

) Wayon Long Trip

enough had the sky been clear. We
had, therefore, not gone more than
six or elght miles when we camped
again for fear of missing the ship, for
we were able to seo but a few hundred
yurds, .

Next day we reached the ship, the
Teddy Hear, a little gasolene schooner
of thirteen tons from Nome, Alaska,
having on board only cone white man,
her owner, Capt, Joseph Bernard, and
a <orew conslsting of the Eskimo
Tulugak, with his wife, mother and
three children. The Teddy Bear had
wintered the year before at Barter
Island nnd

-

Unlon Straits we were In twilight, for
there Is in this latitude but a small
are of daylight in the north at mid-
night on the fAirst of May. Wa knew
that Lambert Island lies in the middle
of the straits, and it seemed a desirable
camping place, for I knew from
Eskimo report that there was some
driftwood upon it, and I thought I
should find in this neighborhood the
seal hunting village of the Noahonirg-
miut.

With my six power Zelss glasses I
was able to see the jand on either side
of the straits, although It was not

had come east with the | visible to the naked eye, as well as the

intention of getting to the west coast dark mass ahead, which 1 knew must

of Victoria Island.
A Change of Plans.

It took Dr. Andersun and me but an
hour or two to change all our plans,

|
|

be Lambert Island, Hesidea this I saw
seattered over the ice little black dots
that were a purzie to ua. One of tham
was straight ahead and we were
gradually approaching It. When we

| for now there presented itself the new | got within two or three hundred yards
| resource of R ship willing to cooper- | [ turned my glasses on It again and

| ate with us.
|

| Anderson, Tannaumirk and Panniga-

bluk should stay in Coronation Gulf,
where Dr.
continue his exg collecting and other
| zoological work, and that I, with Na-
| thusiuk alone for companion, should
go north across Coronation Gulf and
| acrnss the southwestern corner of Vie-
| torla Island to Prince Albert Sound,
nnd thenea Lo Banks Lsiand, to spernd
the summer with the Eskimo tribes
which we supposed lived there. Inthe
fall the Teddy Bear, on her way west,
would attempt to plek us up In Ide

Eulis Bay, on southeastern Banks
Island. If she falled to find ums, we
would simply spend the autumn in

Banks Island and sledge across south
over tha sea fce to Cape Parry and
Langton Bay the following winter

Capt. Bernard undertook tn carry
for us the wtone lamps and cooking
pots we hald purchazed from the Es-
kKimos, while Dr. Anderson and Tannau-
mirk were to take the remainder of
our collection to the mouth of Doase
River, whence 1t would finally be
transported to Fort Norman on the
Mnackenzie River, where they could he
given iInto the hands of the Hudson's
Bay Company for shipment tn New
York and Ottawa, Al this programme
was carried out and our geological and
ethnological collections, without the
Inss of A single specimen, arrived in
eclvilized lands about eighteen months
ufter we gathered them in Coronation
Gulf.

On April 30 Nathuslak and 1 started
on one of the Inngest and most diMeult
of the trips we have taken together,
We carried four rifles, for 1 hoped to
hire & Vietoria Eskimo to accompany
us to Banks Island. We would havs
been able on thls occasion to load our
sled with as many provislons as we
liked, for Capt. Bernard had an abun-
dance, but we preferred to travel light.

The lee was level and the sun was
warm, &0 that our sleds glided along

easily. The season was already later
than we would have wished, so that
we Hd not Joiter much by the wayv

and on the first day made something
over fifty miles, taking turns in run-
ning ahead of the dogs.

Our travels, whether five miles or
fifty per day, alwavs meant that many
milea of walking, for In my entire ex-
perience of over 10,000 milea of sled
travel I have never sat on the sled
exvept when It was going down a
steop hill, with one or two excoep-
tions when I suffered from chafed or
blisiered feet caused by improper foot
gear, It is unfair to the dogs und un-
wise ng policy to ride on the sled,

If the dogs can haul you on top of
the rest of the load twenty-Nive miles
r dAny they could haul the load with-
out you thirty or thiriy-five, und the
same principle applles whether vou
make fifteen or Aty mtles {n a day,

The ohject s never merely (o wee
how muany weeks and months You cun
stay away from home, but ruther to
see how many miles you ean cover
while you wre away, und consegquently
yvou must do nothing to unnecessarily
retard your Progresy No man should
angage In Arctie exploration who (s
unabie 10 wilk as many miles o day us
hisn dogs are able 1o haul his sled and
camp gear.

It i1s to be sald for a craft which
has made great advances In recent
vedrs that although many of the now
dead gend gone explorers whose names
are engraved on the roll of fame ux
well as printed on ponderous yolumeés
have bheen little better than baggage
rauled nlong by the common men of
their expeditions (whose very nimes
peldom Ond & place in the records),
the explorers of to-diay, the men of
the type of Peary and Shackleton, nre
almost without exception both willing
and able to do thelr own work in the
fleld and to requira of their subor.
dinates no more than what they de-
mand of themselves,

Our course was about due north, and
we made It by full daylight, which now
extended to 10 o'clock In the evening,
but, when we turned into Dolphin and

Anderson was anxlous fto

We decided that Dr. |

found it to be A seul. Now It ls not
in the nature of senls ordigarily at this
sepson of the year Lo lie on top of the
Ice In the dark of night, The thing
was, therefors, & matter for specula-
tion, a8 was also a large black patch
on the lce beslde the seal

Credinarily a seal at this time of year
hauls himseif out through a hols barely
larga enough for his body. But the
black spot beside this seal was no smail
hole, but many square yards in extent
and was therefore a mystery until the
reflection of a star in it all at onece made
it clear that |t was water. Things 1
had heard from the Eskimos about the
strong currents in Dolphin and Unlen
Struits came to my mind only then, 1
should of course have remembered
thein earlier, before we entered the
stralt.

I was porhaps 100 yards ahead of
Natkusiak, who was following with
tha dog team. | immediately culled to
him to stop and simultaneously lay
down flat on the ice, drew out my
hunting knife and stabbed the jos,
ThLe knife went right through into the
water; the ice was not much over an
inch thick under about six inches of
snow. 1 turned tn crawl back when
Nathusiak called out that the sled was
settling, that |t was already standing
In a poal of water, Had {t remained
motionless for a few minutes it would
gradually bave settled untll the fce
broke, sending it to the bottom. I
whistled 10 the dogs und crawling
ahead of them made a slow elrele and
ROL around to eur old trail again and
then commenced a retreat,

Dangeroos Travelling,

FEvery few yards I tried the los with
my knife and everywhere it seemed to
by about an inch thick, while the sled
trtacks and footprints we had madse
EOINE west were already black with
weter that had ocozed inte them. Con-
tinually testing the ice we had o re-
turn several miles before the fen was
two or threa Inches thilck, which s a
#ale thickness. We then began work-
Ing poward the muinland shore, but
every now and then we came to thin-
ner patelies and had to turn back, 1t
tenk us some houirs at this rate to ket
arhore. When we eventually fo0t there
the sun wan high in the sky,

This was an ydventuyre brought on,
R& most adventures are, by Incompe -
tenee, T hind hud positive Information
af the dungerousness of Dolphin and
Unlon Bteaity, byt 1 had allowed my-
Sclf to forget I, nnd because the leo
was everywhere smooth and wiilte 1
had walked tho ightiessly into the dan-
Eer from which had we broken through
there would have been no cacape, tor
the current Mows like n mill race.

When crawling back aver the joe 1
bad several times stepped 1o listen and
conld alwayvs hear the rustle of the
wnter underneath the lee Fven 1If
we had hud no positiyve warning from
the Eskimos the fact that Dolphin and
Unlon Stralts at this point are less
thun twenty miles wide should have
made it cloar thiat it was dangerous
Bround, for they connect the opan
Ovean W the west with the largsa Coro-
nation Guif in the east and the tide
currents are bound to be terrifc

The caribou migratlions northward
were in steady progress ull around us,
We saw marching bands on every
Fund, On the wfternoon of May 1,
alter our adventure with the thin lce,
we walted untll a band of some twenty
caribon started across the ice golng
north toward Lambert Island, Wa fol-
lowed In their tracks, caleulnting that
it they came ypon weak ice they would
fall through and thus warn us,

They did not break through, Their
march waus sigzag and ook us muah
ont of our way, but we followed thelr
path rigorously and we gol across
safely. As n matter of fact wa passed
over on very thin ice. 1 tested it fre-
uently and found it nowhere over twe
Inchea thick.

(Copuright by Vilhjolmur Htefanaeen.)
(To be continved wext Sundey.)
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